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Introduction 

Brenntag West, Inc. 
CAR 000 050 1 04 
February 24, 2004 

The purpose of the February 24, 2004 Compliance Evaluation Inspection (CEI) was to 
determine Brenntag West, Inc.'s ("Brenntag" or ''the facility") compliance with applicable federal 
environmental statutes and regulations, and in particular, the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA), as amended, the regulations provided in the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR), Title 40, Parts 261-265, 268, and 279; the California Health and Safety 
Code, Division 20, and the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 22, Division 4.5. 

EPA was the lead agency during the inspection. A member of California's Certified 
Unified Public Agency (CUPA), Richard Kallman also with the Santa Fe Springs Fire Station, 
accompanied EPA during the inspection. 

Background 

Brenntag West is a full line chemical distribution company. Brenntag provides a broad 
range of custom blending services of dry and liquid products for various customers. Products 
are brought onto the facility in bulk via rail tank cars and/or tank trucks. The products are then 
separated, blended and diluted to order. Brenntag West also handles a complete line 
automotive and industrial lubricants, and white oils. 

The facility started operations at this location in April of 1998. The facility covers 
approximately 11 acres and is in operation 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The tank farm, 
or area of chemical blending, is in operation from 5:00am until 5:00p.m., Monday through 
Friday. Brenntag employs approximately ninety-five (95) employees. Sixteen (16) of these 
employees work at the tank farm and two of the employees are involved in the handling of 
hazardous waste. 

Regulatory History 

The facility submitted a Notification of Regulated Waste Activity on March 10, 1999. At 
that time, the name of the facility was Soco Lynch Corporation. In May of 2001, Soco Lynch 
was acquired by Brenntag Stinnnes Logistics and the facility's name was changed to Brenntag 
West, Inc. EPA does not have any documentation of the name change. 

The facility was originally listed on the Notification as a Small Quantity Generator (SQG) 
of D001, D002, D003, D005, D035, D039 and D040 characteristic hazardous wastes. An EPA 
database that tracks facilities that generate RCRA hazardous waste shows Brenntag as a 
Large Quantity Generator (LQG) of RCRA hazardous waste. 

The EPA database also tracks state and federal RCRA inspections of RCRA 
generators. There were no recorded state or federal inspections for this facility. 
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Brenntag West, Inc. 
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February 24, 2004 

non-RCRA hazardous waste, floor sweepings. All of the containers were labeled appropriately 
for both federal and California regulations. 

In Area 14, the EPA and CUPA inspectors observed the "pH pit" (Attachment 2, Photo 
2}. The pH pit is a sump where various objects used for transferring product such as hoses, 
buckets, flanges are rinsed with water. The sump is connected to a clarifier and a chart 
recorder which records the pH of the wastewater as it is being released to the sewer. 
According to Mr. Bajema, this activity is covered by an Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit 
issued by the County of Los Angeles (Attachment 3}. 

The EPA and CUPA inspectors walked around Area 15 and observed one 55-gallon 
container holding flushed product. The inspectors did not observe any hazardous waste in this 
area. 

Hazardous Waste Storage Area 
The Hazardous Waste Storage Area (HWSA) is located in Area 9 (Solvent 

Repackaging). The EPA and CUPA inspectors observed 44 55-gallon containers stacked three 
containers high in a roped-off section within Area 9 (Attachment 2, Photo 3}. The stacked 
drums did not have the aisle space required in 22 C.C.R § 66265.35 to allow for unobstructed 
movement. Approximately half of the drums did not have hazardous waste labels or the labels 
were not visible to the inspectors due to the stacking of the drums. The information written on 
several of the hazardous waste labels had faded. At least one of the hazardous waste labels 
did not have an EPA waste code though the printed information on the label identified it as a 
RCRA waste. 

Brenntag West has agreed to create a HWSA that is separated from the production 
areas and can be fenced and locked. The facility plans to re-arrange the facility grounds to 
create sufficient space for the HWSA. They are coordinating with the Santa Fe Springs Fire 
Department while on this project. 

The inspectors observed six 55-gallon containers identified as SoCal Wash (Attachment 
2, Photo 4). According to Mr. Bajema, standard operating procedures for the facility is to flush 
the transfer lines that move one product from a tank with a second or new product that is 
compatible to the first product to a bucket or a drum {55-gallon container). Usually both 
products are components for lacquer thinners or solvents. The "flush" is not considered a 
waste upon generation by the facility. Brenntag containerizes the solvent mix, profiles each 
drum and finds a buyer for that mix of solvents. The solvent mix is called SoCal Wash by the 
facility. 

Record Review 

The inspectors reviewed the hazardous waste manifest records for the past three years. 
The quantity of hazardous waste shipped off-site places this facility into the Large Quantity 
Generator (LOG) category. The inspectors requested to also review the facility's contingency 
plan, any weekly inspection records, the facility's training plan and any training documentation. 
The facility's contingency plan complied with state and federal regulations. 
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POTENTIAL VIOLATIONS 

Labelling 
22 C.C.R. § 66262.34(a)(2), 
(a)(3) and (f) 
40 C.F.R. § 262.34(a)(2) and 
(3) 

Brenntag West, Inc. 
CAR 000 050 1 04 
February 24, 2004 

The inspectors observed 44 55-gallon containers holding 
hazardous waste at the hazardous waste storage area. 
Approximately half of the containers did not have 
hazardous waste labels visible to the inspectors or the 
labels were not visible due to the stacking of the drums. 

Facility Response: On Feb. 26, 2004, Brenntag submitted two photographs to EPA 
demonstrating that the HWSA had been re-arranged. The drums were 
still stacked at least two high, but all of the drums had been staged to 
allow for inspection of the labels. 

Aisle Space 
22 C.C.R. § 66265.35 as 
referenced by 22 C.C.R. § 
66262.34(a)(4). 
40 C.F.R. § 265.35 as 
referenced by 40 C.F.R. § 
262.34(a)(4) 

Personnel Training 
22 C.C.R. § 66265.16(d)(1), 
(2) and (3) as referenced by 
22 C.C.R. § 66262.34(a)(4). 
40 C.F.R. § 265.16(d)(1), (2) 
and (3) as referenced by 40 
C.F.R. § 262.34(a)(4) 

The 44 55-gallon hazardous waste containers staged at the 
HWSA were stacked three high on pallets set very close to 
each other, prohibiting unobstructed movement by 
personnel. 

Brenntag did not have job titles or job descriptions that 
included necessary training for those two employees. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

FACILITY DIAGRAM 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

PHOTOGRAPH LOG 



Compliance Evaluation Inspection Field Photograph Log 
Brenntag West, Inc., Santa Fe Springs, California 

Photo 1 -Satellite accumulation area in Area 7, two drums are visible in this photo. 

Photo 2 - pH pit for flushing of various items. 

Photo Log Page 1 



Compliance Evaluation Inspection Field Photograph Log 
Brenntag West, Inc., Santa Fe Springs, California 

Photo 3- Hazardous Waste Storage Area, stacked drums. 

Photo 4- Soco Wash drums, for re-sell. 

Photo Log Page 2 
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BRENNTAG WEST 
INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER DISCHARGE 

PERMIT 
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LJ··- ..J'-1'~ 
'11\~,·ll' ~ OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

• l . 

. fp 55 Wtl~"'o" M,JIIIood WI-.'"'"'· CA 90601 1400 
!] .Mco~,,.,s •ocJ,.,:~ Po BQ• 49QS w~-o,H,~r. (A 9(M07-.t998 

To:lephor'le ISt.'i1 t:l99 74' I FAl. (S62) 699 5<~2? 

August 19, 1999 

CI1AI!LES W CAPP"f 
Chn~f Engoneer and Grr:nf'!fol ~onogotr 

F de:: 18·99-1 5 143(' 
Aecount No. 2036496 

~. {;. J o!-1.n R. Pri.;e 
Cny of Santa Fe Springs 
t 1710 E. TelegrBph Road 
Sanw Fe Spnng:;. CA 90670 

D.;ar .\!r. Pn.:~; 

lndusmal Wastewater Otscharge PeTTT'llt No. 15143 

Soc:G-Lynch Corporation 
10747 Patterson Place 

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

Enclosed are three (3) approved sets of platls and copies of the approved Industrial Waste'ti.:arcr 
T'>'lsc:harge Permit for the subject company. Please n:""icw these for compliance with your requirements, and 
retain the copies you require for your files. The applicant's c:opy of the approved plans and Industrial 
W astewatr:r Discharge Penn it, along with a copy of this letter and requirement list, should be for;~oo·arded to 
the applicant. A copy of th1s letter is forwarded to the applicant as notification of the Sann.ation Districts' 
permit requirements, which are in force from the current date. If any additional permit requirements are 
!~~·J~clrn rne a!"plicant by !-:our agency, copies should be fof"·arded to the Sanitation DistrictS for our records. 
The appro' ed plans consist of: 

l. Sne Urihties Wast¢ and Water 
2. Site Ut1lities Hazardous Waste Piping Containment P1pmg 
'3. P1pmg :1nd Instrurn.:nt Diagtam Area l S t Drum & Tote Washing Stanon) 

Approval of the permit is subject to complian.:e with all applicable Ordinance requirements. upon 
any correcnons sho-wn m r~d on the drawings. and upon the items md1cated on the attached requ1rement hst. 
F:idure to comply with all items on the requirement hst invalidates this approval and tssuance. lnvalldat:on 
of this permit u.·1ll result m the applicant being dec:med to be operating \l.'lthout a vahd permit and subjeCI 
to 1mmed1at¢ discontinuance of sewer services for industrial operations. Successful compliance vmh all 
condl!Jons of appro .. ·al will result in a formal appro\'al that will expire five (5) years from the date of this 
kner. 
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Charles W. Carry. Ch1c-f Engtnc~r and Genc:ral r.bn:~ger 
195 S Workman Mill Road, P.O. Box 4998. Whttti'C'r, Callfomta 90o07 

IS"DtlSTRii\L WASTEWATER DlSC'HAR(iE PF.R~IT 

B_f_QJJJ.BLMENT LIST 

CO~tPI\!'-iY NAME: Soco-Lynch Corporation 

INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PER.\.fiT J'I.1JMBER; 15143 

ACCOUNT NUMBER; 2036496 

DATE OF APPROVAL Augusl 19, 1999 

The appro\'al and ISSUance of this pennll1S bemg made condtuonally and subJe,;t to SOoCo·l)TlCh CorporatiOn 
be!:1g 11'1 comp!tance wnh all tndt~:ated items on this list. SausfactOf)' evtdence or compliance With these 
con..l!!ll)n;; should be supphed to the Sannation Distncts where requested. Sa~tsfactory evtdence wtll..::onstst 
of a mlntmum of wnnen nottficauon s1gned by a responsible company ofiictal. and in some cases may 
involve the subrrnssion ofadditional dra~ings and data, or verification by a DistrictS repreSCTitative. Failure 
to comply u:nh J.!lttcms on the requ1rem~nt I 1st. mcluding all deadlines spec1f1ed. mvahdates this appro'-·al 
and issuance. Invalidation of this perrrtlt will result in Soco-Lynch Corporation being deemed to be 
op<:Tanng without a valid permit and subject to immediate discontinwnc:e of sewer services for industrial 
ope-rations. 

1. This industrial a.·astewater discharge permit is issued only for the discharge of treated waste.,.«Ucr 
from cleanup of f.ac:iJitY, container and ~uipmmt rinsing and boiler blowdo"'Tl. The discharge of 
any other type of waste \li\1 require prior approval from the Sanitation Districts. This approved 
permit will expire fi,..e (5) years from the date of the accompanying rransmittalletter. 

2. The permittee is required lO notify the Sanitation Districts of ar.y cha.'1g!! in the! starus of rhe subJect 
facility. if O"-"Ttership or operatmg responsibility changes, or tf the industrial ~.a.·astc connection is 
legally abandoned. 

3. .:::... new permit application must be submitted when there is a sigm f:cant change in wastewater 
qua!Lriry (25% or more) or qi.J..l!ity from that gi\'en in the appro\'ed permit mformation. The 
comp\et~d apphcation should be subm1ned to the local governmental agency for initial processmg 
pnor to Sa.nita.non Districts' re\;ew_ Approval must be obtainc:d prior to any construction of new 
facthties. 

~- Waste haulers reports must be obtained and kept on file for a penod of at least four ( 4) years for any 
solid wastes from the \li3Stewarer pretreatment system and liqUld ~·astes leavmg the plant other than 
m the sewer system. These reports must be made aYailable to represe-ntatives of the Sarmation 
Dt~tncts upon request. 
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····r" .. <"' __ ., •• ,.,,. -'-;,~\.Ill '-I.JliiCI Ul lnC: la<;:llltY IS l'lercby dcsrgnated .JS the lt>ga\ S::imp\mg 

pornt for So..·o-Lyt'\ch Corporatton. The ,xrmttte(' rs responsabk for matntammg and cleanmg th~ 
samplmg point to prevent any budd-up of otl and grease, sedrmen1 or sludge: farlun~ to do so d(.)(:s 
not rn' :JlirlJte' sam9l1ng test results. A.rlalyt1cal results from s:1mples uk.en from th1s locauon 
accord m~ t~) :lc~cptecl .s..·unplln~ procedure sh;:lll be accepted as bmdang. Safe and convement access 
tn th<: s:1mpltn~,": pomt mu~l b·~ prn'-'t(kd for rcpr~sc-nt:luves of rh ... • Samt:1Uon D1stncts. Should 
D1~1rl1."h' ;w.t·l· cktnm!i'\<7 0!-•1 the S:1mpl1nU lcw.:::li!On ts uns.afc. drrficult to acccs~ or requm: 
modtli-:niJon. So.;-o-Lynch Corporat10!'1 must propose alternauves u·hJCh w11l prol.'tde a sampling 
i:Jcdl!y accept::tble 1~1 tn<:: Ot<;trlcts. 

l 0. The D1stncts' personnel may provide: a split of any composnc: sam pi¢ colle.:u:d 1f sufnc1ent sample 
volume IS ava1lablc. Dtstricts' personnel may also provtdc split. concurrent, or scquc:nual grab 
samplc:s. The$e samples wtll be left with a destgnated company rc:presc:nt.allve. If the desJgnc:e IS 
not a\·;~tlable. t.hesc: samples will be- left wtth \l.'homever is avall:~ble. 

The penni nee is required to follow appropriate preservation techniques, analytical procedures. and 
holdmg pen~ specified in 40 CFR 136, if the analytical test results from these: samples are to lx 
used for compltance or surcharge reporting purposes. Failure to ft)llow the: prescribed procedures 
'olo·Jiltn\·altdate the test results. 

II. The permmee is advised that addntonal mdusrn:~l wastt:water prerreatmenr equipment may be 
required if tnspcctton of monitonng md1catc:s prohtbJted matenals ar(: dtscharged to the public 
Se\l.·er. 

12. :l..ny plans for chang~s m equtprnent or pro,esses musr be submmcd (for appro\·al before 
tmplementanon) to tbe Sanitation DistrictS. 

13. The permittee should provide trained pn-sonnel for proper operation and ~gular maintenance of all 
components of the existing pretreatment system to ensure compliance at all times Wtth applicable 
industrial wastewater efflucmr lirnits. 

14. Sdf·monitoring of the industrial wastewater must be performed at the intervals indicated on the 
enclosed Self-Monitoring Requirement Form and reported on the Self-Monitoring Report (SMR) 
form. The Districts will send the ncceSS.'\l')' SMR forms before each reporting period. All indicated 
analyses must be performed by a State: or Santtation Districts' certified laboratory. The certification 
secnon o!(hc S~fR furm must be completed a:.d 5igned by :::t respo~sible company officiaL For each 
reportmg period. the completed S~fR form and the corresponding laborarol)o' report must be 
submitted to the Dtstricts' [ndust:nal Waste Secuon no later than the due date indicated on the form. 
The \\:astc:watcr s.1mples analyzed must be collected in such a way that they are representative of the 
total discharge generated by a typical day's operations. Each repre~tari••e sample (composite 
andior grab) should be collected over one 2.4-hour period and analyzed for all pllramet.:-rs in Table 
1 of rhe Self-:'-ionitoring Requirements form. All representative s.amples must meet all applicable 
lim liS. It is the responsibility ofSoco-Lynch Corporation to subm1t results from any additional self­
momtoring. and to norif)· the District;; of any other toxic materials which are Jcnov.11 to be present 
m th~ \l:asrc:wntCT. 
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/ 1. .1\n :liJ\i,rn:;tlc \nnttr!unu' rll rC'cord1n~ Jn'itrumc-nt mu.:;J. bt~ tn<;tallcd 10 rnnnnor the pi I of rhc 
.,, "q,_.-....,:.~r•:r d1sd~ucc s~r·.:::qn fr.krmr:. the r,1fd:r: s•.'" <:r rht· probe for the pH tn!'.trumcnl must be 
kw;::nrd lrl ~:Jn\D1!li~~- ho:c ri I f(('(Jr.j,: !;)( :'[ kast the prC\'IO~S 1 so dnys of Op<'fJitOn must he k'!'rt 
on f'dc- ~ t the d 1 s<.-h3 r~c arldrr:-;::: ;"~nd rnust. 0c rna de- ::> v~ 1 h h J,, l(~r msrcctJOn hy T!!'prcscntattvcs o (the 
Dt<:lrt\~l' ;:ll .1n:r ''m<:' dwnnp. CHJS1rws<. how·; 

The pll t:ljUlrmcnt must be regularly .:ah:->r:.Jt!.!d anJ mJtntJrnt:J In ~,:ool.l \~orkmg order '(hi! rmh~· 
and recorder must be tn place and operating 24 hours per day. every day of th~ year. c~cepr for 
pcnods of roullnc pH equ1prnent mamtt:>nancc Durmg pc:rtods of ~:'tended m:untenance, eJtht.•r 
c-a 11 bra ted bo:~d::-up equ 1 prnc:nt rrtu st h<· used or houri;· pH re::~dtngs must be: mJ nu:Jlly recorded dtmng 
op('rnnng h0ur~. 

On n ":eckly. or more frequent basis, the: pH chan mus1 ~ ::~n.not::iled wnh the follo'-''lng tnformatron: 
dJte, umc, n:1me of per-son annotaung the chart, and the pH readmg from a secondaf)· sensing devtce 
such as pH p:1pcr or an alternate caltbrareJ pH meter. In addi11on. whenever the equtpment IS 

calibrated. the chart rnust be aMotated wnh the above informn.rton and the word "caltbratton". 
Periods of maintenance or abnormal operation should be rndtcated on the pH chart nnd derailed tn 

the fa..:ti1r~ '-:; lo~ book. Th~ pH chan p~pcr shoulJ h:m: .J s..:nk oi () ro J-1.. 

21. Thts approval of the ex.1stmg pretrcalmr!nt system by the S:mttalton Dtsttlcts IS for only the generJI 
concept prc,;ented. The proper r.1amtenan..:e :~nd ,_)pcr:lll'-':l ot'thc s: <TcrT'! ts the r~:;ponsrbdn;· ofdK 
p~nmttee and h1s conrractors. 
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BRENNTAG~C 
, Brenntag Pacific, Inc. 

To: C! 4 /V7 e../l-0/J H c.· ;j OYJII./ cl From: ~.:-? /:5-
Fax= ~Is-/ 

' 
9'17- 35...30 Pages: s-

Phone; Lf!s-/ 7?<-- ~$"ff? Date: 3-· 2 2- C) 7" 
I 

Re:: CC: 

D Urgent D Par Review D Please Comment D Please Reply D Pleasse R~cle 

• Comments: 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 

This facsimile transmission (and/or the documents accompanying it) may 
contain confidential information. Tlzis information is intended only for 
the use of the individual or entity named above. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or the taking of any action radia11ce on the contents of this 
information is strictly prohibited -

Brenntag Pacific, Inc. 
10747 Patterson Plilce 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

Telephone: 562 90:3-9626 
Fax: 552 903--9431 
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Brenntag West, Inc. 
10747 Patterson Place Santa Fe Springs, Ca. 90670 

Hazardous Waste Storage Area 

2-25-04 our 
facilities 
hazardous waste 
storage area was 
reconfigured to 
allow inspection 
of each waste 
container and 
each waste 
container label. 
The containers 
were arranged in 
two rows with 
labels facing 
towards the aisle 
to facilitate 
inspection. Figure 
1 depicts the 

storage area looking SE. Figure 2 depicts the storage area looking NW, showing the aisle 
space provided for inspection. This is a temporary measure until a more suitable waste 
storage area can be constructed. 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 


